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PREFACE

India is a wonderful country of sacred temples of
architectural excellence, sacred rivers and lofty hills with
picturesque forests in their pristine glory. Sages and philoso-
phers have gone from here to all parts of the world bearing the
torch of wisdom and knowledge to lead the people along the
path of Dharma. Religion is the right way of living and
without it one will be as one in a rudderless ship without a
compass in the midst of an unknown ocean. The purpose of
religion is to bring about morality and discipline and create
harmony among people.

In Hinduism there is only one God who is called by
several names. As young men in these days of advanced
science do not accept anything without reasoning, philosophi-
cal principles and practices in Hinduism are explained in this
book in a simple succint, lucid and convincing manner. The
significance of rituals andfestivals, our scriptures, our Siddhan-
tas, the achievements of our Saints and Preceptors, the
concept of the soul, the several paths for salvation, the History
of Hindu Renaissance and our cultural heritage are all ex-
plained in detail.

This book is not a mere translation of the Tamil Edition
of my book but an elaboration and adaptation to answer
convincingly the various queries and clear doubts that may
arise in the minds of ardent students of religion as well as
sceptics in India and abroad.

Copious quotations from the Bhagavad Gita, the Upan"
ishads, che Brahma Sutras and the sayings ofV.V.I.P.s like
Bhagavan Ramakrishna, Swami Vivekananda, Rajaji, Adi
Sankara, Dr.Hogg, Dr.S-Radhakrishnan, Dr.KLM. Munshi,
Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru, Gandhiji, Dr.Einstein and others are
cited to support the statements.

Adjacent to this preface are given the translation from
Tamil Edition of the blessings from H.H.Sri Sankarachariar
of Kanchi Kamakoti Mutt and the blessings of H.H.Srimad
Srirangam Andavan of Periasramam.

At the end of the book some of the reviews to the Tamil
Edition are given to arouse the interest of the reader, and-an
index for ready reference.